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23 November 2015 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
National Scrap Metal Dealers Database 
 
The Scrap Metal Dealers Act was introduced in 2013 following extensive lobbying by the LGA on 
behalf of local government, as well as the British Transport Police and the British Metals 
Recycling Association. 
 
The impact of this Act and the partnership working to implement it has been profound, resulting in 
a major reduction in thefts of scrap metal and the nuisance and distress this causes to 
communities. We have made metal more difficult to steal and less attractive to buy, removing the 
option of paying cash and requiring documentary verification of identity at the point of sale.  But it 
is important that momentum is maintained, and the sharing of information is crucial to this.     
 
To help you with this work, we are inviting local authorities to sign up to a confidential and secure 
database that will allow enforcement agencies to share and access information about 
enforcement activities, soft intelligence, and refused applications. The database has been fully 
funded for the next 3 years and there is no cost to the local authority to use it. The Home Office, 
which is the government department with responsibility for metal theft policy, supports the 
establishment of the database to help partners tackle those involved in the illegal trade of scrap 
metal through the effective sharing of information.  
 
A successful pilot of the system was run in 2014/2015 involving local authorities and the police in 
West Midlands and Staffordshire, and our aspiration is to now roll it out nationally. 
 
The database consists of a national multi-agency case management system with communication 
and tasking tools and an information sharing hub. It is a cloud-based system that sits separately 
from a council’s own IT systems and servers, avoiding any compatibility issues.  
 
The British Transport Police have taken lead responsibility on this work and will be sending 
communications to your metal theft licensing teams asking them to make contact and progress 
their involvement. We ask for your support for the project and ask you to forward your approval to 
the appropriate person in your council. 
 
The new Scrap Metal Dealers’ Database is another vital part of the toolkit, giving properly 
interested parties greater access to relevant information that will help to quickly identify those 
traders who would seek to operate outside of the law, and helping to facilitate a timely response 
by the authorities to tackle such activity. 
 
If you have any questions about the database, please contact darren.gough@btp.pnn.police.uk or 
ian.leete@local.gov.uk. 
  
Yours sincerely, 

 
Cllr Simon Blackburn      Paul Crowther OBE 
Chair, LGA Safer and Stronger Communities Board  Chief Constable 
Leader, Blackpool Council     British Transport Police 
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